
BAKERY
Wellspring was started in 
Mary Lou’s kitchen with 4 
young women learning to bake 
cookies and they are still one 
of our favorite things!  Even 
though the Wellspring Bakery 
had to close for 3 months, when 
we reopened, we did so with a 
bang. This past year was great 
for our bakery with sales to 
over 160 customers throughout 
2020.  We sold upwards of 
14,000 cookies, 8,600 bars and 
6,200 muffins.

VIRTUAL PROGRAM
Our virtual program was the star of 2020 and provided 
much needed socialization, stability and structure 
for our STARS during the shutdown of our in-person 
programming and throughout 2020 for many of our 
STARS. Each weekday, the virtual program offered 4 
different classes for STARS to choose from and allowed 
each STAR the chance to grow and learn and engage 
from the safety of their homes.  Our virtual classes 
include science, photography, health and fitness, art, 
dance, and so much more!

GRANTS
Wellspring has been blessed from the 
beginning by a supportive community 
that has partnered with us to accomplish 
our mission.  In 2020 the foundations 
that stood by us and supported our work 
through the pandemic include: Love in 
Action Foundation, Daniels Fund, Douglas 
County Community Foundation, Blessings 
Foundation, Arzbaecher Family Foundation 
& Mason M Roberts Foundation.

2020 ANNUAL REPORT



JANUARY 21
First confirmed 

case of the novel 
coronavirus 

is reported in 
Washington state.

APRIL 6
After almost a month of the 
shutdown/lockdown continuing 
(with no signs of letting 
up), Wellspring staff rallies 
and inaugurates the Virtual 
Program, bringing our STARS 
much needed community and 
connection during their home-
bound isolation. 

MARCH 13
Following state 
and local health 

guidelines, 
Wellspring shuts 
down in-person 

programming, 
expecting to only be 

closed for 2 weeks.

MAY 30
Wellspring’s 2020 Walk to 
Empower goes completely 
virtual. Hundreds of STARS, 
families, and donors 
participate in the walk 
virtually, walking in parks, 
neighborhoods, or treadmills. 
Our donors raise $60,000 for 
Wellspring.
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JUNE 24
The Love In Action Foundation 

(LIA) offers Wellspring a 
grant. The bottom line: if we 

could raise $100,000 by July 
31st, LIA would match that 

amount, dollar-for-dollar.

JULY 8
A second major gifts 

donor hears of the 
LIA challenge, and 

offers their own 
$100,000 challenge 
match. If successful, 

Wellspring could 
effectively triple it’s 
fundraising efforts.

JULY 13
Wellspring is finally able 
to return to in-person 
programming, offering 
a modified half-day 
version of our program. 
We utilized 6 different 
locations across the 
Front Range and adopted 
a cohort model with 
restricted numbers in 
order to limit any possible 
COVID outbreaks.

JULY 31
Wellspring’s donors exceed 
expectations, giving above and 
beyond the challenge amount! In total, 
Wellspring received $148,000 between 
June 24 - July 31. Love In Action decides 
to match the additional $48,000 raised 
beyond the original goal. Because of 
his generosity, and with the matching 
multiplying effect of the two challenges, 
Wellspring received $396,000 in a little 
over a month!

SEPTEMBER 8
Wellspring is able to 
return to full-day in-
person programming!

NOVEMBER 5
Wellspring shifts it’s annual gala, the 
Evening of Inspiration, to a 100% virtual 
model due to second-wave outbreak 
concerns. While we missed seeing each 
other in person, the virtual gala was a 
tremendous success. Our supporters 
donated over $240,000 during our gala.

DECEMBER
Mary Lou Fenton 

announces her 
retirement.

20
21

J F M A M J J A S o N D

MARY LOU’S RETIREMENT
In so many organizations, the founder is truly the heart and the soul of the 
organization. Mary Lou Fenton, the founder of Wellspring Community is no different. 
Over 13 years ago Mary Lou started Wellspring out of a calling God had placed on her 
life as well as the need to provide for her daughter Emily after she graduated from 
high school. What has happened over the last 13 years is nothing short of miraculous 
and it is evident that God’s hand has guided in Wellspring’s every step, but none of 
it would have been possible without Mary Lou saying yes to God’s call and being his 
vessel throughout this journey.  

Mary Lou will always be just a phone call away and Emily continues to be a STAR at 
Wellspring. Our hope for Mary Lou is that after so many years of pouring everything 
she has into Wellspring, she and her husband Bob can enjoy some much needed 
rest and relaxation. We know of no better example of what it means to serve God in 
all things than Mary Lou and we pray that she may know that “well done, good and 
faithful servant” is proclaimed over her. Now, let’s celebrate together!
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This past year was unprecedented. It’s remarkable to look 
back and see all of the challenges that Wellspring overcame 
as a team. I know we are not alone in facing the challenges 
of this past year. The COVID-19 pandemic affected everyone, 
with no sector of society left untouched.

One of our Wellspring STARS likes to say, “Wellspring makes 
us stronger and smarter.” In many ways, Wellspring came out 
of 2020 not only stronger and smarter, but with a renewed 
commitment to empowering adults with special needs and 
fostering a community where each member thrives. No 
one could have predicted or planned for 2020, but we also 
could not have anticipated how God would work through 
Wellspring in such incredible ways.  

We’ve organized this year’s annual report like a timeline. Our 
hope is that as you trace our journey this past year, you can 
also look back and reflect on your own. What did 2020 bring 
for you? And how did God show up in ways that surprised 
and amazed you? 


